New RoHS Exemptions List in Consultation (13 Jan 2006)
The most recent list of RoHS exemption requests has been published for stakeholder consultation, for responses by 10th February 2006.

The list includes more very specific products than previous rounds as producers begin to realise the true impact of the forthcoming July 2006 deadline. There are continued discussions over cadmium products, products in particularly harsh environments and a request to exempt pre-July 2006 last-time buys for non-consumer products.

The titles for the exemptions as submitted by industry are:

- On-Semi MCR265-10 SCR 

- Components NEC V55 

- The use of lead in solder applications for electronic components of musical instruments having an average lifespan in excess of 10 years 

- Lead solder alloy in Surge protective devices (SPDs) 

- Inventory of Special ICs having tin-lead solder on/in leads/balls, used in specialist/professional equipment 

- Lead alloys as electrical/mechanical solder for transducers used in high-powered professional and commercial loudspeakers 

- Solder containing lead for applications where the local temperature exceeds 150 C and reliable operation for a minimum of 30,000 hours is required 

- Tin-lead solder in the manufacture of professional audio equipment 
- Specific modular units including tin-lead solder being used in special professional equipment 

- Lead in electronic vacuum tubes 

- Lead in aluminium used in gas valves for domestic cooking appliances 
- Cadmium and its compounds in electrical contacts except for applications of one-shot operation function such as thermal links and cadmium plating except for the applications banned under Directive 91/338/EEC amending Directive 76/769/EEC relating to the restriction on the marketing and use of certain dangerous substances and preparations. 

- Lead in solder of parts recovered from gaming/amusement machines put on the market before 1/07/06 and reused for the same purpose within a manufacturer's closed loop until July 2014 

- Lead in solders in components and assemblies used in non-consumer products, provided that: - such components and assemblies were purchased or are subject to a proven last-time buy contract placed before 1 July, 2006; and - such components and assemblies are used in models of EEE that were already available on the market before 1 July 2006 

- Cadmium plating as defined in Directive 91/338/EEC except for applications banned under Directive 91/338/EEC amending Directive 76/769/EEC relating to restrictions on the marketing and use of certain dangerous substances and preparations. 

More on lead-free legislation: http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/waste/rohs_4_consult.htm
